
Tel: (03) 5883 1344  fax: (03) 5883 2396  Email: finley-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  www.finley-h.schools.nsw.gov.au Page 1 
 

KEY DATES 
 
March 
30 Year 12 Half Yearly Exams 

begin 
 
April 
9 Last Day Term 1 
27 Staff Development Day 
28 First Day Term 2 
 
May 
13 P & C Meeting 
 
June 
30  School photos 
 
July 
1 School photos – catchup day 

Student Emails 

Please remind students to 

check their emails in the  

Student Portal at least daily as 

work is regularly being added 

and will be marked. 

Year 6 students participating in  
Forensic Day activities 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

27th March 2020  

COVID – 19  

I’ve been giving some thought to what has transpired this term and the effect 

COVID -19 has had on all our lives here in Finley, in Australia and globally. We 

are currently navigating an unprecedented situation not only in how we 

manage students’ education but also in keeping people safe. I want to thank the 

community, teachers and students for their patience, understanding and 

thoughtful and proactive approach to current health issues. Your willingness to 

adapt at short notice is commendable. 

Our staff have been working hard to develop a suite of learning resources and 

options for students to undertak e from home. The Department of Education 

has developed, and will continue to develop, resources and offer professional 

learning to help teachers with this task. 

Whether your child is at school or at home, the aim is for all students to access 

the consistent learning content provided by our school. This may mean sending 

work home, either with physical materials or by email, or by making use of one 

of our online platforms at our school. 

I encourage you to access the Learning 

from Home resource which provides 

practical advice to parents and carers on 

how to best create and support a 

productive learning environment in the 

home. 

Three days into our new world of learning and from all reports it is going very 

well. If you have any concerns please communicate with the school. 

Forensics Day 

On Friday the 13th March, Finley High School held another successful Forensic 

Science Day. This day is a wonderful experience for Year 6 students from our 

feeder schools and is also a great advertisement for the school and for science. 

          I walked around a couple of times and there was fantastic engagement and our 

         Year 9 students did a great job as lab assistants. We thank Mr O’Leary and his  

                                                                           staff for the work they did in preparing and running the day. 

    Finley High School  
   Newsletter  

 
Principal:   Mr J Ward                                                                             Deputy Principal:   Mrs P Jackson 

Principal’s Report 

mailto:finley-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/learning-from-home/advice-to-parents-and-carers
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/learning-from-home/advice-to-parents-and-carers


Tel: (03) 5883 1344  fax: (03) 5883 2396  Email: finley-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  www.finley-h.schools.nsw.gov.au Page 2 
 

Primary school visits 

Prior to lockdowns in schools, Jodi Brown, Mrs Dempster, Mrs O’Bryan and I ventured to a number of our feeder schools 

to meet Year 6 students and answer questions. We thank the Principals, staff and students at Finley Public School, St 

Joseph’s Finley, Jerilderie Public School, St Joseph’s Jerilderie, Berrigan Public School and Tocumwal Public Sschool. We 

were very impressed with the questions put to us and the positive interactions we had. It was fantastic to learn that 

many students are looking to attend Finley High School in 2021. 

Harmony day activities 

On the 20th March we celebrated Harmony Day and Anti-Bullying Day together. The school was a sea of orange as 

STOMP and the SRC worked together to deliver key messages and activities that supported the themes of the day. The 

students versus staff soccer game went the way of the students 1 – 0. The large mural celebrating Harmony Day was 

unveiled in the afternoon. Well done on a great day. 

Craig Burdon 

I would like to welcome Mr Burdon back to Finley High School as a casual staff member. Since he left us, he has taught in 

Tamworth, Moree, Lake Cargelligo and recently Numurkah. 

Staff Development Day Term 2 

Recently I advertised that there were some changes to the Staff Development Days for 2020. Due to the current climate 

of uncertainty, we have cancelled our plans and are moving back to Staff Development Days on day one Term 2 (27th 

April) and day one Term 3 (20th July). Therefore students will return on 28th April and 21st July. 

Food allergy protocols in schools 

Finley High School endeavours to provide a safe environment where all students’ needs are catered for equally without 

further discrimination and fear. The number of children with food allergies in Australia is increasing and it is estimated 

that 1 in 20 have a food allergy and 1 in 50 have a peanut allergy. 

The most common food allergies are peanuts, tree nuts (walnuts, almonds, cashews etc) cow’s milk, soy, seafood and 

eggs. Many children will ‘outgrow’ their food allergies however reactions to nuts, seeds and seafood tend to be life long. 

The health and wellbeing of students at this school is carefully considered in all activities. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require assistance.  

Accessing wellbeing staff 

Due to the COVID-19 isolation precautions for the remainder of the school term, and whilst schools remain open, the 

following support staff can be contacted if needed via these details; 

Karen Andrews- School Counsellor 

Deniliquin North Public School 03 5881 1042 

karen.andrews20@det.nsw.edu.au 

Jodi Brown- Student Support Officer 

Finley High School 03 5883 1344 

jodie.brown29@det.nsw.edu.au 

Alternatively students can access Kids Helpline- 1800 551 800, or for emergencies please call 000. 

Please read two further information at the end of this newsletter for more specific advice about caring for your children 

and yourself during the COVID 19 outbreak. 
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NAPLAN 

Naplan has been cancelled this year due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Learning Support 

Minimum Standards 

By the time this goes to press, all students in Year 10 should have completed a practice exam in reading, 

writing and numeracy for Minimum Standards. They will have their first opportunity to complete the actual 

exams next term. 

Year 11 and Year 12 are provided with opportunities to complete the exams each term. A Level 4 is required to 

pass the Minimum Standard. 

Learning Support 

There are online spelling and comprehension programs running whilst students are working from home. These 

can be accessed by invitation through an email or using the codes on their booklets. Booklets have been 

posted to families who notified the school that they weren’t able to pick them up before Friday 27th March. 

Miss Coates 

LaST teacher 

Forensics Day 

Year 6 students from Berrigan, Finley, Jerilderie, Blighty, Tocumwal and Barooga, attended a Forensics Day at Finley High 

School on Friday the 13th of March. 

The students were broken into smaller groups to work in the science laboratories, under the guidance of Year 9 students 

from Finley High School. The Year 9 students helped the visiting students to take fingerprints and to dust and lift 

fingerprints from an object. They also used some simple chemistry to identify an unknown powder and used 

microscopes to analyze fibers. 

It was successful day that was made even more enjoyable by the exceptional behavior and manners displayed by the 

students from Year 6. 

Michael O’Leary 
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Year 8 Technology Mandatory 

Mr O’Leary’s Year 8 Tech class have been designing and constructing mouse trap powered cars. The design brief was to 

either construct a car for maximum speed or a car for maximum distance. 

 

Pictured: CJ Somera, Sarah Bauer and Marco Bonic with their mouse trap powered cars. 

Canteen Roster and Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

Canteen Phone Number 

0473 946 683 

 

The canteen will be closed  

until further notice. 

 

 

Finley High School P&C 
 

Due to COVID -19 restrictions,  

the April meeting has been postponed. 

Next meeting: Wednesday 13th May, 2020 

at 7pm in the Staff Common Room  

(Admin Building)  

subject to Government restrictions 

The P&C meet the second Wednesday 

 of the month.   

Everyone is welcome to attend. 

fhspandcassociation@gmail.com 
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